Week Ending Friday, June 6, 2003

Message on the Great American
Cleanup, 2003

May 30, 2003

I send greetings to the participants of the
2003 Great American Cleanup. I am honored
to serve as Honorary Chair of this event.
America is a land of majestic beauty, and
Americans can be proud of the remarkable
progress we have made in protecting our en-
vironment and natural resources. Today, our
air is cleaner, our waters are less polluted,
and our lands are better protected, better
managed, and more accessible to the Amer-
ican people. Through volunteer service pro-
grams such as the Great American Cleanup,
we continue to preserve our natural heritage
for future generations and make our commu-
nities more vibrant places to visit and live.

I have called on every American to dedi-
cate at least 4,000 hours over the rest of their
lives to the service of others. Through the
USA Freedom Corps initiative, my Adminis-
tration is mobilizing individuals and organiza-
tions and providing opportunities for citizens
to give back to their communities. Americans
have responded with an outpouring of acts
of kindness and volunteer service that is
transforming our Nation, one heart and one
soul at a time.

I commend those involved with the Great
American Cleanup for answering the call to
serve. | also applaud Keep America Beautiful
for 50 years of encouraging Americans to
take responsibility for improving the environ-
ment.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes.
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Interview With RTR TV of Russia
May 29, 2003

Strength of the Dollar

Q. Let me start with the people’s question.
In my country, for many people, America is
associated first and foremost with the U.S.
dollar. You bring the muscle. What's going
on? Is it going to stay as weak as it is now?
And what'’s your forecast?

The President. The policy of my adminis-
tration is for there to be a strong U.S. dollar.

Q. Which is not at the moment.

The President. Well, I understand that.
And the marketplace is making decisions as
to whether the dollar should be strong or not.
Our policy is a strong dollar. And we believe
that good fiscal and monetary policy will
cause our economy to grow and that the mar-
ketplace will see a growing economy and
therefore strengthen the dollar.

But you're right, the market, at this point
in time, has devalued the dollar, which is con-
trary to our policy.

Q. You're not going to launch a separate
dollar for the vendor states and a separate
dollar internationally, because there was a
rumor like that. [Laughter]

The President. No, forget that. No, we're
not going to do that.

Speculation on the War on Terror

Q. Tell me about rumors. Is there any seri-
ousness behind today’s press reports that
America’s next target is Iran and that your
Armed Forces are going to use bases in the
former Soviet republics Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia?

The President. We've had all kinds of re-
ports that we’re going to use force in Syria.
And now some on the left, | guess, are saying
force in Iran or force here and force there.
You know, it's pure speculation. And we used
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